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From the Chairman
New Zealand is well on its way to spring and hopefully the winter months are behind us.  As the snow lay on the ground around the Abbeyfield Balmacewen House on the hills of Dunedin I could not help but reflect on the number of New Zealanders living alone in their family home waiting eagerly for the warmer months to come as they keep most of the doors and rooms in their house closed to try and keep the warmth in and the heating bills down.  There has been such a lot of rain and flooding around the country that I am proud that we in Abbeyfield have houses which provide comfort and security from the inclement weather.  Recent experiences may provide an impetus to seek out people in our communities who would enjoy the surroundings and atmosphere an Abbeyfield House provides.

The Annual General Meeting for Abbeyfield New Zealand and its associated companies was held in Nelson at the end of July.  These meetings not only provide an opportunity to review Abbeyfield progress for the year, but also to meet and share experiences.  As Abbeyfield grows in New Zealand the base of knowledge, experience and contribution from our people grows.  We learn from each other and in the year ahead intend to continue with training sessions and symposium to ensure that management committees, staff and volunteers are up with the play and have the opportunity to enhance their skills, talents and enthusiasm. 

In my annual report to the AGM I noted several items from the past 12 months:
*
the value of volunteers to our organisation

*
the two seminars held in conjunction with Abbeyfield House openings

*
our end-of-year financial situation and funding avenues which are harder to source

*
our paid staff nationwide who often give over and above their paid hours

*
our interactions with the government, ministries, DHBs and local councils
*
without everyone working together, we would not have achieved what we have.
Those attending the AGM endorsed the vision and aims of our Strategic Plan for the next three years.  It is a living document for each of our Societies, Companies and Board.  There are new Abbeyfield Societies and Houses on the go across the country.  It is an exciting and challenging time and the outcomes could be summed up in the words a new resident to Abbeyfield said to me recently “At 85 the Abbeyfield style of housing has enabled me to sell my own house and car with minimum stress in moving and is giving me a new beginning in overcoming loneliness to again enjoy life.”

J B Munro

Chairman
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The Whangarei Knitters
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Left to right:  Eva Roberts, Mollie Mackenzie-Pollock and Marjorie Turner knit colourful peggy squares while watching evening TV in the residents’ lounge at Abbeyfield, Whangarei.  The squares are crocheted into blankets, some of which go to the Red Cross for children in areas which have suffered natural disasters.  Others go to Romania.  Val Smith also knits peggy squares and makes tiny, finely knitted garments for premature babies.  Olwyn Campbell has crocheted some of the squares together.

Mollie comes from a knitting culture in the Hebrides, where wool, as well as being shorn, was picked from fences.  The coarsest wool was knitted into socks for men. Finer wool became underwear for children – and yes, it was scratchy!  Mollie can’t remember learning to knit.  She thinks an aunt taught her at a very young age.  Olwyn learned using meat skewers.  She recollects wool being seven pence a skein.  Eva was also taught at a very young age, by her mother.  Marj, who hails from England, learned how to do plain and purl at school.  When she was about 10 she started to teach herself the finer points of knitting from pattern books.

When Coro Street starts, so does the click of needles as the ladies continue to enjoy what they have done for many years, knitting warm, colourful items for children in need.

Erica Marsden

Abbeyfield Whangarei
Groundbreaking Ceremony at Palmerston North Abbeyfield

Building has progressed smoothly after wet weather put the project about two weeks behind, and the house will be opened prior to Christmas, so long as there are no further delays in building.  The house has the awesome inclusion of Army personnel doing all the carpentry, electrical and plumbing work.  A training project for the Military Engineering Training School, along with their qualified tradesmen.

The house is situated in the suburb of Roslyn; hence we've named it 'Abbeyfield Roslyn House'.  The housekeeper's accommodation is on the street front, with the resident's suites and communal rooms stretching out to the rear of the section.  Our immediate neighbour is a Kohanga Reo - so we foresee a great social partnership there.  The nearest shopping centre is 0.5km away with a medical centre, library, and pharmacy and more, as well the house is on a main inner-city bus route.


Closer to opening we will be appealing for plants and manpower to assist with the landscaping project - already we have Lions Clubs committed, with a committee member's son doing the landscape design.

At the time of writing this we have two applications for residence, and the selection committee have spoken with about 18 clubs and organisations locally.  Some have asked “Why haven't we heard of Abbeyfield before?”, and so the word is spreading.

Carolyn Hayes

Abbeyfield Palmerston North

New Faces on the Abbeyfield New Zealand Board
The annual election of officers held during the Abbeyfield national Annual General Meeting saw two new members elected to the Society’s Governing Board. Terry Foster, Abbeyfield Auckland Chairman and Alan Macalister, former Abbeyfield Wakatipu Chairman were elevated to the top table.

Terry was formerly a branch manager for Housing New Zealand and is currently a project manager for the New Zealand Housing Foundation. He brings the experience gathered over 40 years in social housing to the Board. His Abbeyfield involvement includes a stint as Auckland Society Treasurer and he is the Convenor of the Abbeyfield Building and Design Guidelines committee.

Alan is a lawyer and founded Mactodd Law (formerly Macalister Todd Phillips) in Queenstown. He was Queenstown Coroner from 1978. Alan’s community involvement includes being a founding member of Abbeyfield Wakatipu (and Chairman for 4 years); founding Trustee for the Amisfield Charitable Trust; founder and Trustee for Dharma (meditation) Centre; founder member of the Rotary Club of Queenstown.

Welcoming these new members to the Board, Abbeyfield Chairman JB Munro paid tribute to the contributions of retiring member Arthur Hoby (Masterton), and unsuccessful candidate Peggy Balck (Nelson) who had each made significant contributions to the Board and the Society during their respective terms.


The current Abbeyfield New Zealand Board:
JB Munro (Dunedin) – Chairman
Peter Smale (Motueka)

Denise White (Waikato)
Terry Foster (Auckland)

Alan Macalister (Wakatipu)
Chris Armstrong (Nelson) - General Secretary (non-voting).


Over 30 Abbeyfielders gathered in Nelson over the weekend of 28 and 29 July for the 15th Annual General Meeting of the New Zealand Abbeyfield Society.  The meeting was spread over two days following concerns expressed in 2006 that a one-day meeting was too rushed to allow delegates and members the time to properly explore issues raised and also share their experiences for the benefit of new members.

Briefly: the highlights included:
· JB Munro returned as Chairman unopposed for a further year.
· Two new faces elected to the Society’s Governing Board – Terry Foster (Auckland) and Alan Macalister (Wakatipu).
· The Society managed a small financial operating surplus for the year.
· The report on hits to the Abbeyfield website was of interest to delegates.  Over 9,000 viewings were made during the year with a ‘spike’ in the week after the Close Up television programme on Abbeyfield Golden Bay went to air.  Auckland won the competition for most viewed Society page, just narrowly from Dunedin.

· Three new houses were officially opened during the year (Auckland, Takaka and Balmacewen) and the house at Wakatipu is finished and accepting residents.
· Local MP Nick Smith made a brief encouraging address and indicated the direction of his party’s social housing policy should it become the Government.
· The meeting discussed at length the Strategic Plan before endorsing it.
· A number of the delegates enjoyed Saturday dinner at the local Suburban Club.
· The Sunday session explored three new strategies:
· development of an Abbeyfield volunteer manual

· setting up a peer review programme for neighbouring houses

· implementing a housekeeper/House Committee Chairperson orientation and training programme.
· The delegates then explored issues of security, heating systems, power charges and design advances during a free ranging question and answer session.
Feedback from those attending has been positive.


Chris Armstrong
General Secretary

Around the Abbeyfield Societies
Christchurch:
The local Steering Committee is moving to register as an Incorporated Society and increase its profile in the local community.

Greymouth:
The Housing New Zealand Corporation has made the project a feasibility grant from the Housing Innovation Fund.  A geotech investigation of the site is under way and once suitability is confirmed a concept plan can be commissioned.

Nelson:
The Nelson Society has circulated an innovative concept plan for its Tahunanui site.  Discussions are continuing with potential partners who may take up ownership of suites and nominate their members as residents in what will be Abbeyfield’s third resident-funded house.

Wanganui:
The local Steering Committee has been formed, and a strong group of local people have been recruited.  They are now exploring their roles and getting to grip on what is involved in developing an Abbeyfield house.

Wakatipu: 
The official opening of the new house will take place on 6 October!
Westport:
Has now been registered as an Incorporated Abbeyfield Society.  The concept plan is being reviewed and the job of fundraising is underway.


_________________________________________________________________________________________

For more information regarding Abbeyfield contact:
Abbeyfield New Zealand
Abbeyfield NZ Societies Newsletter Editor:

105 Trafalgar Street, Nelson
Rosalind Black

P O Box 452, Nelson
33 Farnborough Street, Bexley

Telephone:  03 546 6459  Fax:  03 546 6210
Christchurch 8061
Email:  office@abbeyfield.org.nz
Website:  www.abbeyfield.org.nz
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The deadline for articles for the next newsletter is 


26 October 2007





Alan Macalister





Members of the Palmerston North Committee and Army staff





In with the spade – Palmerston North Mayor Heather Tanguay turns the first sod
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Apology


The Editor’s apologies for the delay in this issue of the Abbeyfield newsletter, there have been some unexpected pre-production issues.





Keeping the Wolf from the Door





As Abbeyfield develops additional projects across the country our limited resources come under increasing strain.  We have a small staff and a volunteer Board who often struggle to maintain the necessary levels of mentoring and advice to new projects while maintaining the necessary support and overview to the increasing numbers of operating Abbeyfield houses.





Costs of travel, communications and printing continue to escalate along with our need to utilize these services more and more.  The need to fund our operations occupies much of the Boards attention and Abbeyfield New Zealand has recently received encouraging financial support from two different supporters.  





A couple wishing to make a meaningful difference but unable to contribute a large single donation recently completed a regular automatic payment in Abbeyfield’s favour.  By committing an affordable $40.00 paid four�weekly they will contribute over $500.00 to our cause in 2007/8, our largest private donation this year and a sum that has real impact on our budget.





We have also received an enquiry from a large organisation asking to become a corporate member.  Corporate membership is available for $100.00 per annum (GST inclusive).  These memberships, as well as being financially worthwhile, also benefit Abbeyfield by introducing our name to their employees and spreading our message.  We know that by helping others, these organisations help themselves by increasing their profile and image as corporate ‘good citizens’.





If you are interested making a real difference by becoming a ‘friend of Abbeyfield’ through regular donations by an automatic payment or would like your company or organisation to join our cause please contact the General Secretary at PO Box 482, Nelson for further information on how to accomplish this.





Donations to Abbeyfield qualify for rebates under Section KC5 of the New Zealand Income Tax Act 1994.  Gifts made to the organisation are exempt from gift duty under section 73(1) of the Estate & Gift Duties Act 1968.





Terry Foster





Thoughts to Ponder:


☺One cannot choose sides on a round planet.	☺Enlightenment is your ego’s greatest disappointment.


☺The more you give away, the more you get back.	☺If one of us succeeds, we all do.


☺Yesterday is just as over as the Peloponnesian war.	☺You can never fail, you just produce results.





(





I never forget things, but I don’t always remember them when I should!





Small Additions


Babies abound!  The Editor’s household has been added to with the arrival of a son, Alex;  Aimee (Abbeyfield Office Secretary) and husband have Bianca, and the General Secretary Chris and wife Anne have another grandchild.  Congratulations and well done all round!








